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PIJAC is proud to announce the Pet Industry’s Top to Top Conference. In partnership 
with PETCO and PetSmart as Diamond Sponsors, this premier conference is essential 
for all leaders in the pet industry.  
 
This must-attend event for manufacturers, pet product distributors, companion animal 
suppliers, and retailers provides meaningful sessions that address America’s changing 
demographics and resulting purchasing choices, rapidly changing retail channel strate-
gies, the status of companion animal populations, legislative issues that impact the pet 
industry, and several networking events.  
 
The conference will close with the Pet Industry Golf Tournament at the world-famous 
Torrey Pines Golf Course on May 4th.  
 
Registration and additional information will be available in September.  There are multiple opportunities for 
companies to sponsor various components of the conference. To take part in this ground-breaking event in 

the pet industry, please contact Cathy Calliotte at 
cathy@pijac.org for sponsorship opportunities. 

 
 

You will want to be a part of it! 
 

From Our President 
Behind the Scenes of a New  
Industry Event 
We’ve been planning 
the ground-breaking 
Pet Industry’s Top to 
Top Conference for a 
few months now. In 
discussing the event 
with pet industry leaders, I’m always 
asked the same questions: “Why is the 
new event important?”, “What’s the 
purpose of the event?”  and “Who 
came up with the idea?” I thought 
that I would provide a behind- the-
scenes look at how the event started 
and some of the exciting components 
that are planned. 
 
When Jim Heim of Central Garden 
and Pet assumed the role of PIJAC 
Chairman in 2009, he brought us the 
idea to host a conference for leaders 
  
Continued on page 4 

Avid pet owners and nationally- 

known political commentators  

James Carville & Mary Matalin  

will keynote the conference. 

  

May 3-4, 2012 

Hilton at Torrey Pines  

La Jolla in San Diego, CA 

Within the last year, a number of 
local jurisdictions have introduced 
ordinances aimed at banning the 
retail sale of animals. Some of the 
bans prohibit dog and cat sales 
while others cover a wide gamut of 
animals, from fish to chickens and 
rabbits. Proposals in three states 

have been   
defeated, but  
cities in       
California,   
Colorado,  
Florida, New 
Mexico, and 
Texas have 
adopted some 
sort of ban.  

Four additional cities in         
California, and one in New 
York, are currently considering 
bans. The process for passing 
local ordinances can be much 
faster than legislation at the state 
and federal level.  

If a ban is introduced in your 
locality, please notify PIJAC so 
we can work together to stop 
this growing trend that is               
detrimental to the pet industry.   

 

For updates & to track ordinanc-
es visit the Breaking News page 
at www.pijac.org. 

Local Retail Pet Sale Bans  

Sweep the Country 

mailto:cathy@pijac.org
http://www.pijac.org/


Arizona. A bill requiring micro-
chipping in order to obtain a 
kennel permit died in the Arizo-
na Legislature when it ad-

journed its 2011 session. House Bill 
2431 provided that before a kennel 
permit is issued the person operating 
the kennel must implant a microchip 
in each dog that is three months of age 
or older and that remains in the ken-
nel.  

 

California. Assembly Bill 1121 
would require pet dealers and 
breeders to send a monthly re-
port on dog transfers to coun-
ty/city agencies responsible for 

licensing. The bill creates a “puppy 
license” for dogs up to one year old, 
and provides specific licensing terms 
for both the new puppy licenses and 
the existing dog licenses.   AB 1121 has 
passed the Assembly and is currently 
in the Senate.  
 

Pet related city ordinances have been 
popular in California.  
Irvine. The Irvine City Council has 
postponed introduction of a proposed 
ordinance which would ban retail pet 
shops from selling dogs and cats.  The 
request originally called for a draft 
ordinance by June 28th, but the dead-
line is now September 13th.  
Los Angeles. A motion to create an 
ordinance to ban the sale of commer-
cially bred dogs, cats, chickens and 
rabbits within city limits was passed by 
the Los Angeles City Council on June 
7th.  The motion also calls for the es-
tablishment of a program in which the 
Los Angeles Department of Animal 
Services would work with licensed pet 
stores to make shelter animals availa-
ble for adoption at pet stores.   
San Francisco. A proposal for an ordi-
nance banning the retail sale of pets in 
San Francisco was adopted at the June 
9th meeting of the San Francisco Ani-
mal Control & Welfare Commission.  
The proposal, and possible language, is 

being forwarded to the Board of Su-
pervisors for future action.  

 
Connecticut. House Bill 
5368, extending pet shop 
licensee requirements to the 
adoption of animals and 

creating an importer license require-
ment, became law on June 28th.  Pet 
shops are ONLY exempt from regis-
tration and notification provisions if 
animals were delivered directly to the 
pet shop. 

 

Illinois. The Illinois General 
Assembly adjourned on May 
31st with the following pend-
ing legislation being carried 
over to the 2012 session: 

House Bill 1166 which amends the 
Illinois Humane Care for Animals 
Act to define a companion animal 
hoarder as a person who is in posses-
sion of seven or more companion 
animals; HB 1080 that allows for a 
dog to be declared “vicious” solely 
based on breed; HB 1247 which pro-
vides new dog tethering require-
ments; and Senate Bill 1840 that 
amends the state’s Animal Welfare 
Act to provide that a pet shop charge 
a $15 fee for each dog and cat sold.   
 

Indiana. Senate Bill 17 died 
when the Indiana General As-
sembly adjourned its 2011 
session.  The bill would have 
made it a Class C misdemean-

or to sell exotic or wild animals 
(including exotic reptiles) without a 
permit or to release an exotic or wild 
animal into the wild without legal 
authorization or a permit. 

 
Michigan. A bill creating the 
“Pit Bull Regulation & Pro-
hibition Act” that sets forth 
certain dates by which a per-
son will be banned from 

owning, selling, breeding, or pos-
sessing a “pit bull” has been assigned 

to the House Regulatory Reform 
Committee.  If HB 4714 is enacted it 
would completely ban the ownership 
of “pit bulls” in Michigan over a ten 
year period.   
 

Minnesota. Action on five 
similar bills, which would 
provide for the regulation 
of commercial dog breed-
ers, has been held over to 

2012 as the Minnesota Legislature 
adjourned its 2011 session on May 
24th.  House Bill 388, House Bill 417, 
House Bill 702, Senate Bill 384, and 
Senate Bill 462 all define a 
“commercial breeder” as a person, 
other than a hobby breeder, who pos-
sesses 20 or more adult intact animals 
and whose animals produce five or 
more total litters of puppies or kit-
tens per year.   

 

Nebraska. Nebraska Leg-
islative Bill 64, which lists 
new species that would 

require “captive wildlife permits”, 
will be held over to 2012 as the Ne-
braska Legislature adjourned on May 
27th. The bill provides new defini-
tions of species for “wild mammals” 
and “wild reptiles" that include some 
considered as pets.   
 

A resolution calling for a review of 
the Commercial Dog & Cat Operator 
Inspection Act (enacted in 2010) will 
also be considered in the 2012 legisla-
tive session.  LR 277 calls for a study 
to discuss establishing an exemplary 
breeder certification program and to 
examine the budgetary resources 
available to the Department of Agri-
culture to carry out the inspection 
program.   

 

 

Continued on page 5 

Legislative & Regulatory News                    
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So far in 2011, PIJAC has screened more than 9000 bills and ordinances of which 1050 are be-
ing closely monitored. With this much legislation, PIJAC is active in almost every state, in nu-
merous local jurisdictions and at the federal level.  Be sure to check the “Breaking News” page 
of the PIJAC website, www.pijac.org, regularly for updates on the latest legislative and regula-
tory happenings.  
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publishing.  
“Partnering 
with retailers, 
distributors, 
reps, and man-
ufacturers has 
been an im-
portant part of 

my career, and I’m looking forward to 
continuing that at PIJAC.” In addi-
tion to website content, marketing 
initiatives, and membership commu-
nication, Cathy will be working on the 
upcoming Pet Industry’s Top to Top 
Conference held in May, 2012. “I’m 
looking forward to meeting all of our 
members at the Top to Top Confer-
ence, if not before!” 

have been those who would prefer to 
see no pet trade in this country; peo-
ple who do not believe anyone 
should make a “profit” providing 
healthy, loving pets to the American 
public. By continuing to raise stand-
ards under which pet animals are 
bred, transported and sold, the pet 
industry has seen a rise in the quality 
of the pets offered to the public and 
enhanced its credibility as a legiti-
mate source for such pets. But there 
continue to be extremists who want 
to see an end to the sale of pets in 
this country. 

The final version of Texas House Bill 
1451 that was recently signed into 
law by the Governor lacks most of 
the egregious provisions found in 
the 2009 bill. Certain provisions that 
PIJAC objected to in this year’s in-
troduced version of the bill were 
stricken during deliberations in the 
House and further amendments 
were made prior to final adoption by 
the Senate. But the bill remains far 
from perfect. The manner in which 
agency rules are drafted to imple-
ment this law will tell us much more 
about whether Texas will be impos-
ing fair regulation, or simply target-
ing responsible pet breeders for ex-
tinction. 

However those regulations read, the 
pet trade, and indeed all those who 
love pets, are on notice. When a 
state generally known for a positive 
business environment adopts such a 
sweeping law, other states are not far 
behind. If the pet industry chooses 
to play defense rather than proac-
tively advancing reasonable regula-
tory standards, its ability to influ-
ence the outcome of such a battle, 
and control its own destiny, is jeop-
ardized.  

During the 2009 session of the 
Texas legislature, a comprehensive 
bill was introduced, ostensibly to 
regulate breeders and pet stores 
selling dogs and cats. In reality, this 
bill would have put most of them 
out of business with extreme pro-
visions that were not economically 
feasible and were inconsistent with 
any rational regulatory scheme. 
The bill explicitly permitted in-
spection of breeders by nongov-
ernmental “humane” groups that 
don’t believe breeders should even 
exist, strictly limited the number of 
animals they could possess, and 
imposed requirements for the care 
of animals that were onerous and 
contrary to nationally recognized 
standards. PIJAC joined with oth-
ers in the state to defeat this bill; 
barely. After easily passing the 
House of Representatives, the 
measure was on the verge of adop-
tion by the Senate as the session 
came to a close.  

When new legislation was intro-
duced in the 2011 session, it was 
clear that strong momentum was 
behind it. Bill sponsor Senfronia 
Thompson, powerful chair of the 
Local and Consent Calendars 

Committee, lined up the support 
she needed to move the bill in the 
House and then secured a Senator 
willing to take the reins when it 
arrived in the Senate. At the outset, 
PIJAC was in favor of introducing 
its own bill, with the strategy of 
passing it through the Senate even 
as Representative Thompson’s bill 
moved through the House. This 
would have allowed the pet indus-
try to dictate terms of the legisla-
tion while giving cover to legisla-
tors who were politically motivated 
to vote for a breeder licensing bill. 
Such an approach was controver-
sial from the start, with a dispro-
portionate number of Texas breed-
ers opposed to any regulation at 
all. PIJAC’s warning that some 
form of legislation was coming, 
and breeders would be better off to 
have an industry bill, fell on deaf 
ears.  

For four decades PIJAC has fought 
to preserve a legal environment in 
which responsible members of the 
pet trade may make pet animals 
available to the public, while at the 
same time continuing to raise the 
standards under which the pet in-
dustry operated. On the other side 

Cathy, our most recent staff addi-
tion, joined PIJAC at the end of 
March.  Her love of pets started ear-
ly. Growing up with white German 
Shepherds, Springer Spaniels, cats, 
and several aquariums (not ALL at 
the same time) enriched her child-
hood. Today, Cathy’s pet family in-
cludes two cats, Mattie and Chloe, 
rescued from the local shelter when 
they were just kittens.   
 
She attended James Madison Univer-
sity in Virginia, graduating with a 
degree in Marketing, and a minor in 
Economics. She comes to PIJAC with 
more than 15 years of marketing, 
communications, and sales experi-
ence in the fields of education and 

Texas Governor Signs Anti-Breeder Bill  

Staff Profiles 

Cathy Calliotte, Vice President of Marketing & Communications 
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“When a state generally 
known for a positive 

business environment 
adopts such a sweeping 
law, other states are not 

far behind.” 



PIJAC Comments on Injurious Wildlife Additions 

PIJAC submitted comments to the 
White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget regarding the 
pending determination by the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service to list nine 
species of large constrictor snakes as 
injurious wildlife under the provi-
sions of the Lacey Act. PIJAC has 
participated at each stage of the list-
ing process and has submitted de-
tailed comments in response to 
each stage of the process. Below is 
an excerpt of the comments provid-
ed by PIJAC on May 19, 2011.  

 
 

“Quite simply, the Service does not cur-
rently possess the requisite information 
needed to conduct and produce a credi-
ble IRFA analysis as required by the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act. In preparing 
the IFRA, the Service ignored and/or 
used incomplete information submitted 
in response to the Services’ 2008 Notice 
of Inquiry; thereby grossly underestimat-
ing the scope and impact of the pro-
posed listing… 
  
The IFRA as well as the Draft Economic 
Analysis dated March 1, 2010 highlight 
the stark admission that much needed 
data are non-existent... 
  
PIJAC’s identification of inadequacies is 
not unique. The Small Business Admin-
istration’s Office of Advocacy found... 
that the Service failed “to provide an 
accurate analysis of the economic im-
pacts of the proposed rule on small enti-
ties...”  

From Our        

President 

(continued) 

 
in the pet industry and govern-
ment decision- makers. Success-
ful in his previous career in the 
cosmetics industry, Jim’s thought 
was that in a highly regulated in-
dustry such as ours, more com-
munication was needed between 
the regulated and those that make 
the rules. PETCO and PetSmart 
agreed, and signed on as Dia-
mond Sponsors. The conference 
will promote communication 
between policymakers and indus-
try leaders, facilitate strong rela-
tionships within the pet industry, 
and discuss upcoming trends, 
whether those are demographic, 
legislative, or consumer-driven.  
In addition, this annual event for 
CEOs and their significant others 
will combine some relaxation, 
learning, and communication, in 
a resort setting that will become a 
family tradition each year.     

Education News 
Congratulations to those who have earned 

PIJAC Certified Animal Specialist credentials. 

AVIAN (CAS) 
Ralph E. Beard, Folsom, CA 
Diana Rachael Benton, Oceanside, CA 
Rebecca Berkley, Fresno, CA 
Dan Boyle, Marietta, CA 
Marlie Noel Bradham,San Francisco, CA 
Christina Buttry, Vista, CA 
Jacquelyn Castaneda, Garden Grove, CA 
Christina Lynn Claypool, Heath, OH 
Larry Edwards, Brentwood, CA 
Kenzie Favero, Los Angeles, CA 
Jonathan Flores, Valencia, CA 
Eric Gonzales, Auburn, CA 
Keith R. Hershner, Phoenix, AZ 
Lauren Jones, Concord, CA 
Karen Kauffman, Escondido, CA 
Ellen B. Kessler, Littleton, CO 
Chris Steven Lane, San Francisco, CA 
Holly Marshall, Huntington Beach, CA 
Catherine Meek, Novato, CA 
Bobby Melendrez, San Diego, CA 
Robert Mounts, Anaheim, CA 
Minh Nguyen, Fountain Valley, CA 
Veronica Marie Papazian, Whittier, CA 
Carol Peralta, Oxnard, CA 
Paula Rossow, South Holland, IL 

Zaina Shea, Alameda, CA 
Rodney Sison, Chula Vista, CA 
Chris Streeter, Mountain House, CA 
Jessica Surber, San Marcos, CA 
Jamie Lee Taylor, Daly City, CA 
Lisa Thompson, San Jose, CA 
Roger W. Triffo, Corona, CA 
Robert Eric Charles Hardy, Daly 
City, CA 
Gordon Arthur Vassallo, San Fran-
cisco, CA 
LeAnn Wagner, Michigan City, IN 
Tracy Walsh,Shelton, WA 
Ethan Wilson, Gardena, CA 
Lauren Yezback, Ventura, CA 

 

 

To inquire about certifica-

tion, contact Nancy Knutson 

at Nancy@pijac.org 
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Inasmuch as the pro-
posed rulemaking is 
neither mandated by 
law or regulation at this time, PIJAC 
believes that such policy determina-
tions should be based on strict com-
pliance with the analytical process 
normally afforded such prohibitions. 
Such a decision should be based on 
a thorough, transparent risk analysis 
not a controversial document charac-
terized as a scientific risk assess-
ment, an assessment not subjected 
to public comment normally afforded 
such activities…” 

 
To read the comments in full, 
please visit the Testimony and 
Policy section of our website un-
der Government Affairs. 

http://www.pijac.org/governmentaffairs/testimony.asp
http://www.pijac.org/governmentaffairs/testimony.asp


Honoring Our  

Members 
 

We at PIJAC are proud of our mem-
bers. Your support of PIJAC provides 
instrumental services to the pet indus-
try. 
 
To honor our members, PIJAC is 
pleased to announce our new pro-
grams: The Chairman’s Club and 
President’s Club. Featured on our 
website, this new webpage represents 
the leaders of PIJAC membership in 
each segment of the market.   
 
Check out The Chairman’s Club and 
The President’s Club at www.pijac.org.  

would ban the use of cage and box 
dryers containing a heating element 
for the purpose of drying or aiding 
in the drying of a companion ani-
mal.  The bills provide that viola-
tions shall be punishable by a fine 
between $250 and $500.   
 

Ohio. Senate Bill 130, creat-
ing the “Kennel Control 
Authority”, was heard in 
the Senate and awaits fur-
ther action. The bill estab-

lishes licensing requirements and 
standards of care for certain dog 
breeding kennels, dog retailers, and 
animal rescues for dogs, as well as 
calls for pet stores to provide war-
ranties for dog purchases.   

 

Pennsylvania. Legislation 
has been introduced that 
adds new specifications to 

current “Dog Purchaser Protection” 
laws, and modifies the number of 
days allotted for warranty purposes. 
SB 27 also provides a list of condi-
tions which will not qualify a dog as 
“unfit for purchase”.  SB 27 has 
passed the Senate and awaits further 
action in the House Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs Committee. 
 

 

Federal. The “Puppy 
Uniform Protection & 
Safety Act” (PUPS) has 
been reintroduced in 
Congress. H.R. 835, 

sponsored by Rep. Jim Gerlach (R
-PA), would amend the Animal 
Welfare Act to limit the existing 
exemption for retailers and add 
substantive requirements to exist-
ing care standards.  As in this past, 
H.R. 835 sets to create an 
“Internet loophole” to regulate 
internet dog sales. PUPS awaits 
hearing in the House Committee 
on Agriculture. 
 

The Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science & Transportation 
has recommended that Senate Bill 
46, reauthorizing the Coral Reef 
Conservation Act of 2000,  be 
passed without amendments and a 
final vote is forthcoming. The bill 
calls for a study on the trade of 
corals within 30 months of enact-
ment; proposes new criteria for 
approval of projects under the 
Coral Reef Conservation Program; 
and provides for a report back to 
Congress on an international coral 
reef ecosystem strategy.   
 

Nevada. Legislation impos-
ing new licensing require-
ments on dog and cat breed-
ers was signed into law by 
the Governor Sandoval on 

June 10th.  Unlike most state laws 
regulating breeders, SB 299 man-
dates that individual localities 
adopt ordinances providing for 
breeder licensing.  These new 
standards prohibit the selling of 
any dog or cat that has not been 
microchipped and establishes re-
strictions on breeding, as well as 
enclosure requirements.   

 

New York.  As originally 
introduced, AB 1767 
and SB 1253 would have 
banned the sale of un-
weaned birds by pet 

dealers in the state.  After working 
with the bills’ sponsors, PIJAC was 
successful in suggesting the legisla-
tion be amended to permit the sale 
of unweaned birds to those who 
have the knowledge and experience 
to properly care for such birds.   
 

Pet groomers in New York should 
be aware that companion legisla-
tion, AB 7502, SB 5682 and SB 
5702, has been introduced that 

PIJAC Awards 
PIJAC recently honored two members of its Board of Directors for their 
many years of support of PIJAC, and their dedication to the pet industry. 

 

Frank Koch, Natural Balance Pet Food, was pre-
sented with the Chairman’s Award for his out-
standing service as PIJAC Chairman 2009-2010.  
Before becoming Chairman, Frank served on the 
PIJAC Board for many years as a Director and 
currently holds the position of First Vice      
Chairman.   
 

 
 
Roger Lambert, Lambriar Inc., was presented 
the PIJAC Gold Circle Award for his dedication 
to the pet industry and his service to PIJAC.  
Roger has been a PIJAC Board Director for over 
15 years. 
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CHAIRMAN 

James Heim, Central Garden & Pet, Walnut Creek, CA 

 

FIRST VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Frank Koch, Natural Balance Pet Foods, Pacoima, CA 

 

SECOND VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Jim Seidewand, Pet World, Inc., Rochester, NY 

 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Cedric Danby , PFX Pet Supply, LLC, W. Sacramento, CA 

 

DIRECTORS 

Bill Brant, The Gourmet Rodent, Jonesville, FL 

Bruce Cook, Classic Products LLC, Elwood, IN 

Cedric Danby, PFX Pet Supply, LLC, West Sacramento, CA 

Ruth Jeffers, Jeffers Pet, Dothan, AL 

Roger Lambert, Lambriar Inc., Mahaska, KS 

Bob Merar, General Pet Supply, Milwaukee, WI 

Sandra Moore, Segrest Farms, Gibsonton, FL 

Joe O’Leary, PetSmart, Inc., Phoenix, AZ 

Michael Peterson, The Pet Group, Carlsbad, CA 

Ernie Vine, DVM, Central Veterinary Assoc., Valley Stream, NY 

Marcie Whichard, PETCO Animal Supplies, San Diego, CA 

 

ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES 

Roger Morgan (APPA), The Bramton Company, Dallas , TX 

Sandy Moore (FTFFA), Segrest Farms, Gibsonton, FL 

Bob Merar (PIDA), General Pet Supply, Milwaukee, WI 

Ruth Jeffers (WPA), Jeffers Inc., Dothan, AL 

 

PAST CHAIRMEN 

Irving Gall, Paramus, NJ 

Neill J. Hines, Federal Way, WA 

Timothy A. Hovanec, PhD, Moorpark, CA 

Frank Koch, Pacoima, CA 

Allan Levey, Secaucus, NJ 

Alexandre G. Perrinelle, Los Angeles, CA 

Elywn Segrest, Gibsonton, FL 

 

PIJAC STAFF 

Mike Canning, Esq., CAE, President and CEO 

Michael Maddox, Vice President of Government Affairs 

   and General Counsel 

Cathy Calliotte, Vice President of Marketing & Communications 

Bambi Nicole Osborne, Director of Government Affairs 

Jeff Plummer, Government Affairs Coordinator 

Nancy Knutson, Director of Administration 

Marshall Meyers, Senior Advisor 
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Help Us Stay Connected 
Please send us your email address and updated 

contact information so we can keep you  
up-to-date on Breaking News. 

info@pijac.org 
202-452-1525 

Visit our website for  

Breaking News, certification  

information, pet care sheets,  

and more! 

www.pijac.org 
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